FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
PPD Introduces Rare Disease and Pediatric Center of Excellence
Helping biopharmaceutical clients address complex drug development challenges
WILMINGTON, N.C. (February 28, 2017) – Pharmaceutical Product Development, LLC (PPD) has
established a Rare Disease and Pediatric Center of Excellence to oversee all rare disease and
pediatric-related drug development activities. This new center of excellence provides pharmaceutical
and biotechnology clients with a dedicated team of professionals focused on the design and
execution of clinical trials that address the unique strategic, operational, medical and scientific
challenges of clinical studies in rare disease and pediatric patient populations.
PPD announced the new center of excellence on Rare Disease Day, which is observed on the last
day of February each year to raise awareness of rare diseases. A disease is designated as rare in
the United States when it affects fewer than 200,000 people, in Europe when it affects no more than
five in 10,000 people and in Japan when it affects fewer than 50,000 people. In the U.S. and Europe
alone, as many as 60 million individuals are affected by one of the more than 6,000 identified rare
diseases.
“Our new center of excellence builds on PPD’s longstanding expertise and experience to address
the special drug development considerations of rare diseases and pediatrics,” said Karen Kaucic,
M.D., PPD senior vice president and head of the center of excellence. “With a great majority of rare
diseases touching children, we believe our approach will enable us to be a more connected and
active partner. Our clients can depend on us for the latest trial design innovations, the ability to
navigate complex trial logistics and our keen understanding of customized patient access strategies
in low-prevalence, widely dispersed patient populations. We felt today was an appropriate time to
introduce this new venture, as we join with the drug development community in recognizing Rare
Disease Day.”
Dr. Kaucic will leverage her leadership experience in rare diseases and pediatrics to drive the
implementation of PPD’s center of excellence, leading a dedicated team with a wealth of expertise in
rare disease trial design and execution in such disciplines as product development, clinical
operations, commercial strategy and early engagement.
The PPD team members in the center of excellence are seasoned pharmaceutical and clinical
research professionals who have hands-on experience with rare diseases and pediatrics. The team
is focused on addressing the specific challenges presented by the small, widely dispersed
populations of rare disease and pediatric patients. This group of functional experts has been
assembled to support end-to-end clinical trial solutions in such areas as feasibility strategy, clinical
information, biostatistics, pharmacovigilance, lab operations and business analytics.
PPD’s particular expertise in rare diseases stems from having conducted more than 220 studies with
more than 50,000 patients over the past five years. PPD also is a leading clinical researcher in
pediatric drug development, having conducted more than 400 clinical trials during the past five
years, enrolling more than 97,000 patients across a wide range of therapeutic indications, including
infectious diseases, respiratory, cardiology, oncology and immunology.

PPD leverages a pediatric investigator network that further enhances its pediatric clinical
development capabilities by providing clients with faster trial startup, more predictable patient
enrollment and higher-quality data. For both rare disease and pediatric trials, PPD has deployed a
purpose-built framework that ensures the application of best practices in study development and
enables the company to develop a customized approach to address the unique needs of these trials.
About PPD
PPD is a leading global contract research organization providing comprehensive, integrated drug
development, laboratory and lifecycle management services. Our clients and partners include
pharmaceutical, biotechnology, medical device, academic and government organizations. With
offices in 47 countries and more than 18,500 professionals worldwide, PPD applies innovative
technologies, therapeutic expertise and a firm commitment to quality to help clients and partners
bend the cost and time curve of drug development to deliver life-changing therapies that improve
health. For more information, visit www.ppdi.com.
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PPD Forward-looking Statement
Except for historical information, all of the statements, expectations and assumptions, including
statements, expectations and assumptions about PPD’s Rare Disease and Pediatric Center of
Excellence contained in this news release are forward-looking statements that involve a number of
risks and uncertainties. Although PPD attempts to be accurate in making these forward-looking
statements, it is possible that future circumstances might differ from the assumptions on which such
statements are based and could cause actual results to differ materially from the forward-looking
statements. Other important factors that could cause future results to differ materially include the
following: risks associated with and dependence on strategic relationships; the ability to attract,
integrate, retain and train key personnel; competition in the outsourcing industry; rapid technological
advances that make our services or capabilities less competitive; compliance with drug development
regulations; changes in the regulation of the drug development process; PPD’s ability to win new
business; overall global economic conditions; economic conditions, research and development
spending, and outsourcing trends in the pharmaceutical, biotechnology and government-sponsored
research sectors; consolidation in the pharmaceutical and biotechnology industries; loss, delay or
modification of large contracts; higher-than-expected cancellation rates; the rate of conversion of
backlog into revenue; actual operating performance; risks associated with acquisitions and
investments; and the ability to control SG&A spending. PPD assumes no obligation and expressly
disclaims any duty to update these forward-looking statements in the future, except as required by
applicable law. These forward-looking statements should not be relied upon as representing PPD’s
estimates or views as of any date subsequent to the date hereof.
###

